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Where have all the 
graduates gone?
B y  J e f f  B e l l /  N e w s  E d i t o r
T he y o u n g  a n d  e d u c a te d  a re  f le e in g  w e s te rn  
O k lah o m a  in  d ro v e s .
A ccording to U.S. census estim ates for 1999, alm ost 
every  coun ty  in w estern  O klahom a experienced  a 
decrease in popu lation , w ith  counties in no rthw est 
O klahom a losing the m ost p o pu la tion  in  the last 10 
| years. The estim ates say C uster C ounty  lost abou t 1,320 
residents since 1990.
U nfortunately  for w estern  O klahom a, m any of the 
people em igrating from O klahom a are college graduates 
who can m ake m ore m oney in a m etropo litan  area or in 
a different state, says Associate P rofessor and  D irector 
of Business D evelopm ent C enter M arvin  H ankins, 
i “There is a real good reason w hy people are m oving,"
1 H ankins said . "It boils d o w n  to econom ic factors.
' W estern O klahom a is very com m odity  d riven , there is 
. a large energy  sector and  it is largely influenced by 
; agriculture. There is very little d iversity  in the econom ic 
base  a n d  th is  d o es  n o t a ttra c t  fam ilie s  seek in g  
j m eaningful w ages."
Josh M essenger lived his entire life in H ollis before 
j attending college in W eatherford, b u t says he m ust 
! leave the region in o rder to have a successful career as 
| a stock broker.
"There is an  E dw ard  Jones investm ent com pany in 
W eatherford and  they do well if you can get a business 
j started, b u t I'll have to go to a bigger city w here it is 
1 easier to get started ," M essenger said.
M essenger, a finance major, said he will m ost likely 
‘ move to A ustin , Texas. H ankins said there are good 
! jobs in the area b u t they are scarce and  as a result 
j M essenger's situation  is no t unusual.
"R ecourse  o w n e rs  seek  to m ax im ize  incom e," 
t Hankins said. "A large num ber of graduates w ould like 
! to stay, bu t a large majority have to m ove to Oklahom a 
City or Tulsa or Dallas to earn the desired income."
H ankins said the best job opportun ities  in W estern 
Oklahom a are in m anufacturing, the energy  sector (oil
and  gas) and  som e service areas such as doctors, law yers and  
teachers. S tuden ts w ho do  no t m ajor in these areas will likely have 
to leave the area in o rder to use their degree.
Kyle Davis, a theatre m ajor from  C hildress, Texas, says w estern  
O klahom a holds no th ing  for him  after graduation .
"I w ill m ove to a m ajor m etropolitan  area, som e place that is 
m ore progressive," Davis said. "I will m ove to either Dallas or 
Boston and  try  to get w ork  or go back to school."
Davis said  he w ou ld  like to w ork  as a college p rofessor and  said 
he will "absolutely  no t"  live in  w estern  O klahom a because there 
are no desirable jobs available.
"I could w ork  at S outhw estern  at a far below  average salary as
" Graduates" continued on p. 8
If you want something done right...
Coach Charles T easley works alongside others Thursday 
to help absorb water off the baseball field  so that the 
w eekend gam es could be carried out. Three inches of rain 
fell on W eatherford W ednesday. Photo by Brooke Babek
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P e n  P l a y
W a r n i n g : N o t  f o r  u s e  d u r i n g  c l a s s
ACROSS 
1 Rocks on hilltop 
4 View 
9 Piece
12 16th president (abbr.)
13 Hue
14 High card
15 Place incorrectly 
17 Declared holy
19 Over (poetic)
20 Redo
21 Sharp taste
23 Exist
24 Accumulation of body fluids
27 Scrap of food
28 Veal
30 Gr. God of W ar
31 Morning (abbr.)
32 W ilderness
34 Seventh m usical note
35 Cries
37 Slope downward
38 Irate
39 Entertain
41 Direction (abbr.)
42 Very strong wind
43 Growing older
45 Stop
46 N Amer Indian tribe 
48 Sell
51 Hawaiian food
52 German (slang)
54 Put
55 Saturated hydrocarbon (suf.)
56 Glide along
57 Before (poetic)
DOWN
1 Scottish cap
2 W ide Jap an ese  sa sh
3 Place for relaxation
4 Blemish
5 Sly
6 Elevated railroad
7 Part of face
8 Rub out
9 Sell
10 Frozen water
11 Spread g rass  for drying 
16 Lease
18 Aromic, reddish wood
20 Perusing
21 W arm  thoroughly
22 Protective body covering
23 W agers
25 Iron
26 To one side
28 12th Greek letter
29 Distinct pitch
32 Sioux tribe
33 All right
36 Small brim less cap  
38 Sleeveless coat 
40 Clock clickings 
42 Fish
44 Informer (Brit, slang)
45 Take away; subtract
46 Mineral spring
47 Age; eternity
48 Conjunction
49 Hearing organ
50 Cereal g ra ss
53 Community college degree  (abbr.)
A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  w e e k 's  p u z z l e
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From the editor...
As I tried to enjoy my Spring Break, a terrifying 
thought cam e to m y m ind, "This is the last break w e  are 
going to have for the rest of the semester." Yikes! Then 
I thought to m yself, "Actually, there are on ly  like seven  
w eeks left, so  that's okay."
Then the realization hit m e like a ton of bricks, this 
semester has headed into a rapidly increasing downhill 
slide and soon l will be graduating and finding a job. Others 
will only leave for the bliss and ultimate laziness of summer.
I m ust adm it I am jealous, not just of those w h o w ill 
still have time left at Southwestern after this sem ester, 
but of those w h o have already started their bliss of 
absolute laziness. I im agine that these people are doing  
extrem ely exciting, crucial things, but I don't know. 
They haven't been in class.
In fact, a lot of people haven't been in class. N ow , 
before I begin  m y preaching, I m ust concede that I too am  
guilty of avoiding classes in order to sneak off to Crowder 
Lake, watch Jerry Springer or whatever I w as thinking 
of at that m om ent that seem ed more important than 
class. But I have been really good this sem ester, (I do  
want to get out of here).
But som e people truly seem  to have a bad case of 
spring fever and it is spreading across cam pus like 
wildfire. I have talked to people from various majors all 
over cam pus w ho are reporting half em pty classes daily. 
I have also spoken to angry teachers from all over cam pus 
w h o are taking notice, adding bonus points and quizzes  
and prom ptly rem oving people from their rosters.
So I urge you, go to class. There is a storm brewing up 
ahead and you don't want to be caught in it. I know that 
everyone needs a break once in a while, but I fear that som e 
maybe approaching a longer break than they may expecting.
However, I do realize that if you are reading this you are 
probably sitting in your Wednesday morning class thinking, 
" I am here, what else do you want? Me to be awake?"
What you  need to do is take a personal interest in 
those friends you have that have had less than perfect 
attendance and give them a little assistance. This can 
include a phone call in the morning, or an e-m ail saying  
"I w ould  like to invite you to history class, it m eets 
M onday, W ednesday at ten, I'll save you a seat." Or if all 
else fails, drag them out of bed.
A true friend is not above keeping the ones they care 
about from getting kicked out of school.
I know  this may seem  trivial, but I assure you it is not. 
I have been at Southwestern for quite a w hile, and have 
lost m any friends along the w ay because they sim ply  
couldn't cut it. If you know som eone in this danger, help  
them out if you want them around next sem ester, that is. 
W e are entering the hom e stretch, let's all try to be there.
- Patricia Cook
off the mark b y  M ark Parisi
off the mark b y  M ark Parisi
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A  Word to the Wise
by Staci Mauney
Taking care of your body needs to 
start now before it’s too iate
Every day , various sources tell us to eat healthy  and  
exercise, to lose w eight and  take care of o u r bodies. The 
m edia b rings us tips on  how  to m anage stress, and  they give 
us in form ation  abou t the latest m edical b reak th roughs. We 
are b lasted  by  inform ation on w h ich  foods to ea t in order to 
p rev en t w hich  diseases. O ne day , scientists discover that 
som e food w ill harm  us only to decide the next day  that the 
food has positive benefits for us instead. It all becom es very 
confusing, and  it begins to get easy  to tune it all out. W e eat 
w h a t w e w an t and  hope ou r bod ies take care of them selves.
O u r bodies d o n 't take care of them selves, though. This 
po in t h it close to hom e recently w h en  m y uncle w as d iagnosed 
w ith  T ype II diabetes. This form  of d iabetes does n o t depend  
on  in su lin  and  can be co n tro lled  th ro u g h  d ie t a n d /o r  
m edication. M y uncle h ad  been  overw eigh t for years, a
characteristic com m only found am ong  those w ith  T ype II 
diabetes. Because he has a h isto ry  of h ig h  b lo o d  p ressu re , he 
h ad  tried  several d iets in  the p as t to get h is w e ig h t dow n. 
H ow ever, h e  could  never keep the w e ig h t off for very  long. 
N ow , h is w e igh t p rob lem  has led to o th er h ea lth  problem s, 
an d  he is a p rim e cand ida te  for h eart d isease as w ell as a Type 
II diabetic. If he  succeeds in reducing  h is w eigh t, he  w o n 't 
hav e  to con tinue to take the m edication  for d iabetes. But he 
m u st m ake this effort him self because h is b o d y  will not 
au tom atically  fix this problem .
S tress w reaks havoc on our bod ies as w ell. As college 
s tu d en ts , w e face m any  stressful situations each day. If stress 
isn 't h an d led  p roperly , it can resu lt in  n u m ero u s  hea lth  
problem s. M igraines and  ulcers are  on ly  tw o  of the w ays in 
w hich  stress m anifests itself in  the h u m an  body. M igraines 
ren d er the su fferer unable to function  n o rm ally  o r perform  
the m ost basic tasks. The p o u n d in g  in  o n e 's  h ead  and  
sensitiv ity  to ligh t and  noise m ake it im possib le  to go to class 
or to focus on  study ing . A gain, this p rob lem  w ill n o t correct 
itself. S tress m u st be m anaged  p ro p e rly  so th a t o u r bodies 
d o n 't  becom e overloaded  by it.
M any h ea lth  p rob lem s can be avo ided  b y  sim ply  learn ing  
to take care of o u r bodies. O u r bod ies are p recious th ings, b u t 
w e d o n 't  realize how  im p o rtan t o u r h ea lth  is un til it 's  gone. 
W e need  to s ta rt taking care of ourse lves no w  so th a t w e 
w o n 't  en co u n te r som e of these p rob lem s later. W e have to 
take care of o u r bod ies ourselves; no  one can do it for us.
Thinking Out Loud
by Tacey Clodfelter
An un-elementary decision to be 
made with kindergarteners
The recent m edia a tten tion  given  to this years presidentia l 
election got m e thinking.
First of all, I am  usually  p re tty  ob liv ious to political issues 
an d  to be qu ite  honest have only  vo ted  twice.
I am  reg istered , b u t I have gone to the polls a t m y local 
e lem entary  school only twice. I w as 18. I w as so excited to get 
to vote because all m y friends w ere politically  m inded  people 
an d  m ade it sound  grand.
I a lso  h a d  no  in te n tio n  o f e v e r  sm o k in g  a c ig a re tte  
a n d  h a d  to  e x p re s s  m y  n ew  fo u n d  a d u l t  p r iv ile g e s  in  an  
a l te rn a t iv e  w ay .
In recent years, several issues have com e u p  for vote in  m y 
hom etow n. Several of w hich  I h ad  a strong  op in ion  about.
But w h en  it cam e d o w n  to it, I ju st never got a chance to 
vo te on  them .
M y m ain  reason is because it is ju st too inconvenient. 
T uesdays are usually  hectic days an d  the polls close a round  
7 p.m . M ost people d o n 't even  get off w ork  un til 5 p.m .
Trying to take off w ork  to vo te  d u rin g  the day, a lthough  
patrio tic, so unds unrealistic to me.
A nd then  I w ou ld  have to deal w ith  the fact th a t there are 
e lem entary  school s tuden ts  cru ising  the halls w hile I am  
m aking  an im portan t decision. This is d istracting  to me.
N ot to m ention  that the park in g  lot is frequen tly  full of cars 
and  buses taking children  to an d  from  school.
M y suggestion  w ou ld  be to change election day  from  
T uesday  to Saturday. This w o u ld  give those w ho  w ork  
d u rin g  the w eek a chance to leisurely  decide w hen  to go vote.
Instead  of hav ing  to squeeze it in  betw een  ru sh  h o u r traffic 
and  the p o t roast b u rn in g  in the oven, vo ters could  stop  by  to 
vo te b e tw een  S atu rday  m orn ing  cartoons an d  getting  the oil 
changed  in  their car.
This w o u ld  also ensu re  that s tu d en ts  w o u ld  no t be  in 
classes a ro u n d  you. N o little peop le  cha tte ring  b eh in d  you, 
or teachers say ing  "Johnny, get back in  line!"
It is concerning that only abou t 30 percen t of the popu lation  
exercises their righ t to vote.
P erhaps this n u m b er w ou ld  grow  if S atu rday  polls w ere 
in stitu ted  an d  open  all day.
I know  tha t I w ou ld  be  m ore likely to vo te  on th ings that 
really  m atte red  to m e if m y righ t to vote w ere a m ore sacred 
event, n o t a circus.
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From the Mailbox
News Editor comments on Phat J’s ads 
and the lack of religious opinion
Hello! My nam e is Keisha G rubb. M any of you can see m y 
nam e on the backside of the cover u n d er the w ords, "page 
editor." T hat's  p robab ly  the only  tim e you  w ill see m y nam e 
appear in The S o u th w estern . As a page  ed itor, I 'm  en titled  to 
have one or m ore of m y ed ito ria ls /co lu m n s pub lished , a t the 
d iscretion of the editor.
A lthough m any of m y stories step  on a few toes, I like to 
view  every  issue from  a C h ris tian 's  perspective. I've touched 
on a few topics such as, hom osexuality , the end  of the w orld , 
and  saying good-bye to S outhw estern . It's  a sham e that 
m any of you co u ld n 't experience m y insigh ts in  these articles.
I realize that no t everyone on  this cam pus is no t a "Jesus 
freak." H ow ever, it sad d en s m e th a t every  issue is p lastered  
w ith  P hat J's ads. N ow , P h at J 's pays a lot of peop les ' bills, 
d o n 't get m e w rong. It's  irrita ting  to th ink tha t C hristians 
can 't express their feelings ab o u t controversial topics, yet it's  
OK to advertise the sinful n a tu re  of bars.
Som e b e lie v e  th a t  c o lleg e  w o u ld n 't  ex is t w ith o u t  
p a r ty in g , b u t  n o t e v e ry o n e  o n  c a m p u s  g e ts  a th r i l l  o u t 
of re a d in g  b a r  n ew s.
N ow , som e of you  p robab ly  th ink  tha t I need  to get w asted  
to "take the edge off," b u t hopefu lly , there are  o ther s tu d en ts  
on this cam pus w ho feel like I do. Personally , it 's  a w aste  of 
energy to read  abou t the excitem ent at the bars. Bars w ill no t 
a person  to heaven! (No m atte r how  "fun" they are.)
A gain, I'm  not hear to poke G od d o w n  your th roats, b u t I 
think that people need  to focus on  o ther areas of cam pus life, 
like the Baptist S tuden t U nion, Chi A lpha, The W esley 
F oundation, K appa Phi, and  a few o thers that I 've m issed. 
For those of you w ho are invo lved  in  these organizations- 
Keep up  the good work!
It 's  ab o u t tim e th a t w e focus on  o th e r a reas  of this 
cam p u s b esid es  P h a t J 's  an d  o th e r bars. I k n o w  th a t m y 
v iew s tu rn  a lot of p eo p le  off, b u t  h ey , a t least I 'm  resp ec ted  
for w h a t I believe.
M aybe one of these days, you  can experience m y thoughts 
on life in The Southwestern.
-Keisha Grubb
From the Mailbox
Reader expresses support for SGA 
President and Vice President
S hould  you vote in  the S tuden t G overnm en t A ssociation 
elections this w eek? If so, then  for w hom ? I p lan  to vote for 
A m ber Devoss and  K endra M erveld t for SGA p resid en t and  
vice p resid en t, respectively. I in teracted  w ith  b o th  of them  
d u rin g  H om ecom ing, and  I have  also lived  in  S tew art Hall 
w ith  them  at d ifferen t times. These exchanges have show n 
m e th a t A m ber and  K endra w ill lead  o u r school in  a positive 
d irec tion  because they have such  exciting ideas for SWOSU 
an d  the ability  to carry  ou t these p lans.
O ne of the issues th a t im presses m e m ost is their su p p o rt 
of a FLEX m eal p lan  system . This idea featu res m ore flexible 
m eal p lans for s tuden ts , includ ing  the o p tion  to have m ore 
th an  3 m eals a day. It also w o u ld  ad d  the choice of using  m eal 
cards in  cam pus copier services, v en d in g  m achines, and  
lau n d ry  services. A lthough  I am  n o t a m em ber of SGA, 
A m ber enthusiastically  exp lained  th is p lan  to me. In fact, one 
of A m ber's  m ain  goals is to get even  m ore non-SG A -m em bers 
involved w ith  SG A 's p lans and  decisions. A m ber is dedicated  
to rep resen ting  o u r needs as accurately  as possible.
A long w ith  these innovative ideas for im prov ing  SGA and  
o u r cam pus, A m ber and  K endra are good  m atches for the 
leadersh ip  positions of p resid en t an d  vice-president. O n a 
p ersonal level, A m ber is one of the m ost o rgan ized  and 
conscientious people I know . She w ill sh o u ld er responsibility  
of p resid en t w ith  the calm  and  h um ble  m an n er that com es so 
n a tu ra lly  to her. The vice p resid en t chairs SGA m eetings— 
a job tha t requ ires a person  w ith  su p erio r com m unication  
an d  social skills. K endra has taken  several com m unication 
courses includ ing  In terpersonal C om m unication , and  she 
has developed  the rare  ability  to focus h e r peers on im portan t 
m atters in  a w ay  tha t is still po lite  and  courteous.
M ost im portantly, both  Am ber and  Kendra are friendly and 
approachable. They share a genuine interest in the needs of 
SWOSU students, and  I feel both  w ould  be receptive to ideas or 
problem s students m ight bring them. I hope that you will agree 
and vote for Am ber Devoss and Kendra M erveldt today in the 
S tudent U nion or tom orrow  in the Stafford Building.
-Gina Scott
E ditors N ote: As editor o f the Southwestern I try to respond to the 
comments I receive from students and print stories that interest the 
general population o f Southwestern. On columns editorials and 
letters to the editor where obvious opinions are expressed, space 
is the only lim itation I place.
A s a journalist, 1 try to avoid religious endorsements, as well as 
opinions on issues such as homosexuality that can be hurtful to 
some. I believe that these are issues that people can decide for 
themselves and have no business in a professional newspaper.
As a business, The Southwestern has financial obligations. Phat J's 
is an active business in Weatherford and a paying customer for 
advertisements. For those who don't know, it is the advertisements that
decide the size of the paper we are able to produce. The Southwestern 
happily accepts ads from all paying customers.
I w ill happily p rin t any upcom ing events fo r  any 
organization on campus i f  sent on a disk to Cam 211 at least one 
and a half weeks prior to the event, space perm itting.
As an editor, I strive to find  a happy medium on the issues in hopes 
that all students on Southwestern’s campus can find  interest in 
something. If I have failed in addressing something that is important to 
you, I encourage you to write m and express that opinion. The 
Southwestern and its staff can only be as good as the feedback that we 
receive from students.
-Patricia Cook
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Robinson goes to 
graduate school
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Kay Robinson (center) prepares food  for a M arketing and 
M anagem ent Club m eeting. R obinson is one of m any 
Southwestern graduates w h o plan to attend graduate school 
in the fall.
B y  j a m ie  R h o d e s /S t a f f  R e p o r t e r
After four years, Kay Robinson is finished with Southwestern. 
But she is not done with school.
Robinson is going on to grad school beginning in the fall. She will 
beattending BowlingGreenStateUniversityinOhioaftergraduation. 
"It is the number one graduate school in CSP (College Student 
Personnel)," Robinson said. "Right now the work force is so 
competitive, you almost need a masters degree."
"What really interested me to go on to grad school was working 
with student affairs for the past few years."
Most students who have taken a tour of the campus probably 
had Kay to show them around. Robinson has worked in the high 
school/college relations office for four years.
She also served as an orientation leader. "That is when I first got 
involved in working with students."
"I just really like working with the students. Seeing them content 
and comfortable with the campus makes me fulfilled. I feel like I 
have done my job," she said.
She will participa te in an assistantship. She will serve as a Greek 
affairs house director for one sorority or fraternity. In turn, she has 
tuition room and board awarded to her.
"I have been heavily influenced by being in my sorority, Sigma 
Sigma Chi," Robinsonsaid. I wouldlike tocomebacktoSouthwestem 
to set up a Greek system or office of student activities, which our 
campus desperately needs."
Robinson grew up as an "army brat." She was bom  in Delaware, 
lived in Germany, moved on to New Mexico, graduated from Altus 
and now calls Weatherford and Southwestern her home.
"I love S o u th w este rn  an d  w ill p ro b ab ly  cry w h en  I 
leave," R obinson said .
"I visited a large state school, then to Southwestern and I liked 
the atmosphere much better. Everyone was extra nice and seemed 
genuinely interested in me attending Southwestern."
W hile in g rad  school she  expects " lo ts  of w ritin g  p ap e rs  
and  lo ts of read in g ."
However, Robinson is no stranger to hard work. She is involved 
in numerous activities on campus.
She currently serves as the University M edia Association 
president and president of the M arketing and M anagem ent 
club.Kay was Southw estern 's Homecoming Q ueen and served 
as a Homecoming chair for two years. Kay holds dow n two jobs. 
She is a waitress at Benchwarm er Brown's and she w orks at the 
university.
Robinson encourages studen ts to becom e involved on 
campus. "Live on cam pus and be involved on campus. N othing 
annoys me more than people w ho com plain about having 
nothing to do, but aren 't looking for anything to do. For example, 
getting involved on cam pus."
She says students should ask around to see w hat other 
students are involved in and  to talk to som e professors w ithin 
the student's field of study.
R obinson  offers som e ad v ice  to those s tu d e n ts  w ho  
w o u ld  like to en te r  g ra d  school.
Check it out. See who your professors recommend, referrals are 
good. A great web site to visit is www.gradschools.com. you can 
enter your desired field of study and even the region of the U.S. you 
would like to go to school in.
"I have truly enjoyed my time at Southwestern even though I am 
going to another school in August, I will always have a true 
allegiance to Southwestern."
Interviews and Resume Referrals for Spring Graduates
M any com panies are com ing to Southw estern this spring 
for in terview s and  resum e referras. S tudents m ay sign 
u p  fo r in te r v ie w s / r e s u m e  re fe r ra ls  d u r in g  th e  
designated  sign up  p erio d s at the P lacem ent Office 
located in the B urton H ouse so u th  of A1 H arris Library.
Interview  dates
M arch 29-31, US A rm y Interview s
M arch 29, N orm an  Police D epartm ent Interview s
M arch 29, Sherw in W illiam s Interview s
M arch 30, H ew lett-Packard  In terview s
M arch 31, O klahom a Blood Institu te  Resum e 
Interview s
A pril 3, N ew  H ope CDU R esum e Interview s
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Weatherford named windiest city in state
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Trees toppled and parts of roofs ( including Wal-Mart's) 
were b low n  away w hen  h igh  w in d s  sw ept through  
Weatherford March 7. This damage is evidence of w hy  
Weatherford w on the title of w in d iest  city.
W eatherfo rd  now  h as the official title of "W indy  C ity ." 
The to w n  is the  w in d ie s t  p lace  in  the s ta te , a c co rd in g  to a 
s tu d y  by  U n iv e rs ity  of T u lsa  s tu d e n ts . W e a th e rfo rd 's  n ew
cla im  to fam e c a u g h t the a tte n tio n  
o f n e w s  o u t l e t s  a n d  K J -1 0 3 's  
m o r n in g  s h o w , w h ic h  c a l l s  
D a y lig h t D o n u ts  ev e ry  m o rn in g  to 
check  the w in d  sp eed .
A ccord ing  to the s tu d y  p erfo rm ed  
by s tu d en ts  of TU professor G ordon  
P urser, w in d s g reater than  10 m p h  
b lew  th ro u g h  W eatherfo rd  278 d ay s 
last year, m ean ing  the city had  only  
87 calm  days. T he av erag e  w in d  
s p e e d  w a s  13.4 m p h . T he s ta te  
av erag e  is 8.76 m ph.
P u rse r's  class u sed  O k lah o m a 's  M esonet to d e te rm in e  
speed  rates th ro u g h o u t the state.
The seven w in d iest sp o ts  in O klahom a, in o rd er, are  
W eatherford , C heyenne , M inco, H obart, P u tnam , G oodw ell 
and  Boise City.
Windiest cities:
1 .  W e a t h e r f o r d
2. C heyenne
3. M inco
4. H obart
5 . P u t n a m
6. G oodwell
7. Boise C ity
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Southwestern searches for next Mr. Dimes
B y  E m i l y  S t e w a r t /  S t a f f  R e p o r t e r
On April 6, at 7p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom, 
several hopeful Southwestern guys w ill vie for the title of Mr. 
Dimes. As they "drag" their way to the top of the beauty 
pageantworld they willhelp 
raise money for the March 
of Dimes Foundation.
The pageant consists of 
male-contestants dressed  
in drag working their stage 
presence in the performing, 
posing and poise question  
aspects of the contest.
D espite the hum orous 
fund raising tactics, the 
M arch o f D im e s  is  a 
serious foundation  that funds research for the prevention  
of birth defects.
"It is a great foundation and I hope that everyone com es 
out to it," said Kay R obinson, the U niversity  M edia  
Association president. UM A is hosting the Mr. Dimes Pageant
this year. This is the second year for UM A to sponsor the 
event. Phi Beta Lambda hosted the pageant the previous 
three years. The contest has proved to be a successful fund­
raising tactic for Southwestern.
"W e've continued  to raise 
m ore m o n ey  each  year  
and w e  h o p e to m axim ize  
o n  th a t th is  y ea r ,"  
R ob inson  said .
M a l e - n n i u m  
M adness, the theme for the 
pageant this year, not only  
offers  a g o o d  tim e for 
w a tch ers; it o ffers the  
opportunity to support a 
good cause.
"We are just really encouraging everyone to support the 
cause and the contestants this year," Robinson said.
A lth o u g h  th e  d e a d lin e  for n e w  e n tr ie s  e n d e d  
yesterd ay , th ose w ish in g  to a ssist the cau se can forfeit 
$3 and enjoy the pageant.
"Graduates" continued from p.l
a professor but that is about all I could to out here," he said.
Lori Underwood graduated from Southwestern w ith  
a business adm inistration degree and is currently 
working in Hydro as an administrative assistant at an 
accounting firm. She said she w ill probably m ove to 
Guthrie and seek work in the metro area in order to 
maximize her income.
"In order to make more m oney, a large city is where 
I'd have to work," U nderw ood said. "I could scrape by  
out here and do fine, but to really make m oney I need  
to move."
Underwood is a native of Hitchcock and attended  
high school in Lomega. W hen asked if she could go 
back to her hom etown and make a living w ith her 
degree, she laughed and said, "with m y degree? N o
way."
Hankins, who serves on the Economic Developm ent 
Advisory Council for Weatherford and is associated 
with the Oklahoma rural developm ent council, says the 
area towns are working to bring in businesses. Area 
communities, including Altus, Elk City, Clinton, and 
Weatherford and working to bring in new  businesses 
and raise per capita income to attract citizens.
Many of the degrees available at Southwestern are 
inapplicable to the very region it serves. The area can 
only use so many pharmacists and teachers, and without 
an agriculture program or other degrees which can be 
used in the state, graduates w ill continue to leave in 
search of emp l o y m e n t .
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Blues musical makes stop in Weatherford
M em bers of 
the Arkansas 
Repertory 
Theatre w ill 
perform the 
Tony- 
nom inated  
m usical Blues 
in the N ight 
Thursday in 
the Fine Arts 
Center.
Blues in the Night, the Tony-nominated hit musical by 
Sheldon Epps, will be featured at the final Panorama event of 
the 1999-2000 season at Southw estern Oklahom a State 
University in Weatherford.
Arkansas Repertory Theatre is perform ing the musical 
on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center. The event 
is m ade possible by the Oklahoma Arts Council. A dm ission  
is free.
Dr. Paulette W oods, chairperson  of the Panorama 
Comm ittee, said the production features blues, jazz and pop 
songs by such legends as Alberta Hunter, Bessie Smith, Duke 
Ellington, Harold Arlen, Johnny Mercer and Benny Goodman.
The stop is one of four places in Oklahoma where Arkansas 
Repertory Theatre is performing Blues in the Night. Other 
stops are in Ardmore, Oklahoma City and Alva where 
adm ission prices are charged.
This is the second time for Arkansas Repertory Theatre to 
perform at Southwestern as part of the Panorama series. The 
Rainmaker was performed during the 1994-95 season.
Additional information about the upcom ing Panorama 
event is available by calling 774-3063.
Mollys Yes, Between Thieves slated for concert
M ollys Yes, one of the hottest 
band s in O klahom a, has 
a g reed  to p la y  at 
SW OSUpalooza.
B etw een Thieves  perform s  
at a r e c e n t  c o n c e r t  in  
D a lla s . T he C h ristian  rock 
b a n d  w i l l  b e  in  
W eatherford  on A pril 13.
Mollys Yes, a rising rock 
band from Tulsa, and Between 
Thieves, o n e of the m ost 
p o p u la r  g ro u p s on  the 
C hristian rock scene, are 
featured artists at the first- 
ever SWOSUpalooza coming 
up Thursday, April 13.
The Student G overnm ent 
A ssociation  is sponsoring  
the event w hich  w ill feature 
live bands from 3 p.m. to 
m id n ig h t on  an o u td oor  
stage in the Student Union  
area on cam pus. A dm ission  
is free.
Chip Diffendaffer, SGA 
president, said students are 
excited about the event and 
plans to make this an annual 
event with quality entertainment. SGA plans to invite high 
school students from around the state of Oklahoma.
Planning is in high gear for the event. Diffendaffer said 
more sponsors are needed to help facilitate the event. 
Diffendaffer can be reached by calling (580) 774-0615 or e- 
mailing sga@ swosu.edu.
D iffen d affer  is a lso  p leased  M ollys Yes and Between 
Thieves w ill be com in g  to the even t. M ollys Yes sign ed  
w ith  R ep u b lic  R ecords (U n iv ersa l), and the b and 's  
n a tio n a l d eb u t C D, W onderw orld , has re lea sed  tw o  
s in g le s  (Sugar and Scars) to radio thus far.
D if f e n d a f f e r  s a id  th e  
band b rin gs an am azin g  
stage sh o w  co m p lete  w ith  
a u d io /v is u a l  p ro d u ctio n  
to an a lr e a d y  a m a z in g  
m u sica l so u n d .
B etw een  T h ie ve s ,  from  
D allas, has p rod u ced  an 
album  that included  four 
top  ten s in g le s  and o n e  
n o m in a tio n  for M odern  
Rock Song of the Year for 
Christian radio.
D iffen d a ffer  sa id  other  
musical acts will be added. 
Groups interested in playing 
at SW O SUpalooza should  
send information and a press 
kit to SGA-SW OSUpalooza, 
100 C a m p u s D rive , 
Weatherford OK 73096.
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Georgia and Kansas meet at Schreck’s
Rhett Akins and Hard Rein perform locally
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Hard Rein band members are ( back row) Dave Grothusen, Mark Zeyn, Cliff 
Bone and Craig Carson (front row) Donna Carson and Jay Barker
B y  J o h n n a  w e s t /F e a t u r e  E d i t o r
Even though country music star Rhett Akins has toured 
with Reba McEntire and opened for other big acts, he is 
drawn to the small stops. On Feb. 26, Akins a native of 
Valdosta, Ga. and a Dodge City, Kan. band Hard Rein played 
for Oklahoma fans at Schreck's.
This was Akins' fourth appearance at Schreck's since 1996.
"I like the atmosphere here. The real thing is in Oklahoma 
or Texas," he said. " This is what country songs are all about. 
Bars like this one. If Bob Wills were alive today, this is where 
he would play."
Hard Rein was the opening band for Rhett Akins. This 
band was composed of Jay Barker, drums and vocals; Cliff 
Bone, guitar and vocals; Dave Grothusen, steel guitar; Donna 
Carson, keyboard and fiddle; Craig Carson, acoustic and 
vocals; and Mark Zeyn, bass and vocals.
All band members live in Dodge City except for Grothusen 
who resides in Scott City, Kan. This is their first appearance 
at Schreck's. In the past they have opened for big names like 
Gary Allan and Darrel Singletary. Last summer Hard Rein 
performed in Woodward at K101 Fun Days.
"We are very happy making music," 
drummer Jay Barker said. The band 
had a good response at Schreck's.
"They got us pumped up and 
ready to h ear R hett A k in s ,"  
sophomore Marti Jose said. Hard 
Rein is busy putting a CD together.
If anyone is interested in contacting 
the band, they can be reached online 
at n s l .starrtech.net/users/zydog/ 
hard rein.
"We have dreams of making it big, 
but right now we are just taking it 
one day at a time," Cliff Bone said.
But the night belonged to Rhett 
Akins, who kept the bar rocking by 
playing some of his songs and some 
of his favorites from other artists.
Akins says he owes a lot of his 
influences tosingers like George Strait 
and Hank Williams Jr.
"George Strait's music is definitely 
country, but Hank W illiam s Jr. 
combines lyrics with rock tunes,"
Akins said. " I like the combination."
Akins is not only a talented singer, 
but also a songwriter. When asked 
which profession he prefers, it's
definitely singing.
In 1994, Decca Records released his first album, A Thousand 
Memories. This album included his first number one "That 
Ain't My Truck." Other hits included on this album were "I 
Brake for Brunettes" and "She Said Yes." Akins helped co­
write nine of the 10 songs on A Thousand Memories.
In 1996, Akins' second album was released, Somebody New. 
"Don't Get Me Started" hit number one on March 3, 1996. 
This was his second big hit. Due to his busy touring schedule, 
he co-wrote only five songs on his second album. He now has 
a third album out.
"I d idn 't w rite any songs on my third albu m ," he 
said. "T h is will hopefully  change. I want som ething of 
mine on every albu m ." A kins hopes to have a new song 
out by Septem ber or O ctober and a new album  by 
January or February.
Rhett Akin's resume includes opening for Tim McGraw 
and touring with Reba McEntire. He is surprised when he 
hears his songs on the radio. "Especially if the songs are 
played before such artists like George Strait and Garth 
Brooks," Akins said. Akins admits touring with Reba was
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the all tim e g reatest accom plishm ent for him .
"M y b ig  b reak  cam e w hen  1 go t a reco rd  d ea l, b u t 
o p en in g  for Reba w as the m ost im p ressiv e ,"  he said . A kins 
p lan s to kep t w ritin g  an d  sing ing  songs th a t touch  p eo p le  
in som e w ay.
"M y m usical dream  is to w riteaG ram m y-w inn ing  country 
song," Akins said. For people inspiring to becom e country  
singers, Akins has som e great advice.
"Believe in yourself w ith  all of your heart and  soul. D on 't 
be afraid  to get on stage and  lay your insides out. Sing songs 
that m ake people feel em otions."
P
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C o un try  m usic s ta r R hett A kins
P r o f i l e  o f  R h e t t  A k i n s : -
B irthday: O ctober 13, 1969
Fam ily: wife, Paige; son, Thom as Rhett; 
daugh ter, Kasev
Favorite Sport: Football
Favorite Foods: Pizza, Fried C hicken
Favorite Actors: A1 Pacino, Jam es Dean
Somethin? for everyone...
The w eek  afte r Spring  Break included  m any  activities. 
The W estview  W rite r 's  Festival, Our Town, a jazz 
festival, a show ing  of The Sixth Sense, a state  speech  
tou rnam en t, a scholastic m eet, a research fair, the 
in tram ural basketball cham pionships and  a high school 
scholastic m eet w ere  squeezed  into one week.
The Student Research/Scholarly Activity Fair was 
held W ednesday in the Student U nion Ballroom  
M ore th an  100 SW OSU s tu d en ts  d isp lay ed  th e ir 
projects. The jazz "A " ensem ble perfo rm ed  T h u rsd ay  
w ith  a varie ty  of selections.
Photo by Brooke Babek
Poet Miller Williams (right) talks to Sayre instructor Mike McKinney.  Williams 
was the featured speaker at the well-attended eighth annual Westview Writers'
Festival Thursday.
P h o t o  b y  S a m  N e a r i n g
Thornton Wilder's Our Town was performed by thetheatre department Wednesday through Saturday.
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P la y  R e v ie w
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Chantry Banks and Jaciel Rowe d iscuss life  in  Our Town, 
a no-props play about early America. The performance 
was directed by Scott Crew.
Our Town
The sim plicity of life, that is the them e of Our Town, a p lay 
w ritten  by T horton  W ilder an d  p u t on by  the theatre  
d ep a rtm en t last week.
The p lay  is abou t sm all tow n life in G rover's  C orners, N. 
H., a ro u n d  the tu rn  of the cen tu ry  and  covers the live 's and 
dea ths of the tow nsfolk that lived there.
D irector Scott Crew does a w onderfu l job of b ring ing  the 
p lay 's  im age to life. A un ique aspect of this p lay is the 
noticeable absence of props, leaving the aud ience to use their 
im aginations as the actors p re tend  to open  doors or d rink  a 
glass of water.
I though t this aspect of the p lay  w as in teresting  and 
different. The sound  effects such as rain  falling, train  w histles 
and  chickens clucking are p roduced  by people sitting upstage. 
These elem ents com bine to help reinforce the sim ple natu re  
of the characters them selves.
Technical director Darryl R odriquez p u t together a lighting 
design  that is effective in ad d in g  som e dram a to crucial 
scenes. C ostum e designer Donisha C hilds succeeded in giving 
the actors an  authentic  look.
All the actors in the play do  a good job of p o rtray ing  their 
respective characters.
Eric Volden takes us th rough  the p lay and  in troduces us to 
som e of the m ain characters. There is en thusiastic young 
G eorge Gibbs, played by C hantry  Banks. Kyle Davis plays 
the part of G eorge's father, Dr. Frank Gibbs. H is w ife Julia is 
p layed by Kelli Prescott. Bank's character later falls in love 
w ith  Emily W ebb, p layed by Jaciel Roewe.
M any other talented actors involved w ith  Our Town help 
to add  a feeling of w hat life w as like in this sm all town.
The play jum ps back and  forth  in time, w hich  canbe  a little 
confusing at first. Overall, though, Our Town is an  enjoyable 
look at sm all tow n Am erica at the tu rn  of the century.
—Tony Alexander
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John Hays returns home to Southwestern
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Dr. John  H ays w o rk s in  h is office on the second floor of the 
ad m in is tra tio n  b u ild in g .
B y  K o r i  H o f f m a n / N e w s  R e p o r t e r
Dr. John Hays, executive vice president for adm inistration, 
d o esn 't have tim e to describe w hat he does.
F irst of all, h e 's  p re tty  busy . Second, h is d u tie s  ru n  a 
page long.
"Let m e give you m y resum e," he says after trying quickly 
to describe his duties. "There are too m any  th ings for m e to 
tell you."
H ays grew  up  in the tiny com m unity  of W illow, w hich sits 
35 m iles sou th  of Elk City. He g rad u ated  as sa lu ta to rian  from 
G ranite  H igh School in 1962. From there, he traveled to Los 
A ngeles for one year. H ays re tu rned  to w estern  O klahom a to 
further his education  at Southw estern , w here  he g raduated  
w ith  honors w ith  a bachelor of science degree in accounting 
and  a double minor.
Like m any studen ts, H ays found him self at a crossroads. 
He d id n 't  have a clue w hat career he w an ted  to pursue. He 
though t abou t continu ing  on to law  school w hen  he w as 
offered a job w ith  A rthur A ndersen and C om pany, a top five 
national accounting firm.
H ays w as em ployed at A rthur A ndersen  for three years 
before re tu rn ing  to S outhw estern  as a g rad u a te  s tu d en t and
the assistan t business m anager. H ays g rad u a ted  in 1975 w ith 
a m asters of education  in business.
It w as also d u rin g  these years that H ays served  in the 
O klahom a A rm y N ational G uard. D uring his eigh t years of 
service he served  as bo th  "com pany com m ander (arm or) and 
battery  com m ander (artillery)," H ays said. In 1971, he 
a tta ined  rank  of cap ta in  p rio r to going to inactive status.
H e soon w ent to O klahom a State U niversity  w here he 
served as assistan t executive secretary for one year, follow ed 
by a CPA p artn ersh ip  from 1977 to 1984. In 1984, H ays 
re tu rned  to S ou thw estern  w here he has been em ployed  since.
While at W eatherford, Hays attained his doctorate in higher 
education adm inistration from the University of Oklahoma.
Back to his duties.
He reports  d irectly  to the p residen t and  serves as the chief 
adm in istrative and  financial officer as well as CEO in the 
absence of the p resident. H ays w orks closely w ith  academ ic 
and  stu d en t services, personnel and  he is responsib le  for 
directing the areas of the b udget and p lanning , accounting, 
payroll, pu rchasing , s tu d en t accounts, financial aid and 
scholarships, physical p lant, risk m anagem ent, safety and
security, affirmative action, auxiliary services and prin ting
H ays has also taugh t a few courses over his years of service 
to O k lahom a's  h igher education  system . He has taught 
a c c o u n tin g  p r in c ip le s  a n d  c o n c e p ts  in  ta x a t io n  a t 
Southw estern , R edlands C om m unity  College and  at the 
federal correctional facility in  El Reno.
H ays is not all w ork  and  no play. He enjoys p lay ing  golf 
and dom inoes. W hen asked if he had  a favorite professional 
golfer, he said, "I am  no t a spectator."
Dr. H ays said  that he w ould  love to visit C anada. H e chose 
C anada because" from  w hat I've seen, it looks like a beautifu l 
place to visit."
Dr. H ay s's  only w ise w ords of advice are the six P 's, 
"P roper p rio r p lann ing  prevents poor perform ance."
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Strickler announces 
Boys Next cast
Cast m em bers for Boys Next Door include: C han try  
Banks, A rnold W iggins; Philip  Seym our, Lucien P. Smith; 
Eric V olden, N o rm an  B ulansky; John  Booker, Barry 
Klemper; Kyle Davis, Jack Palm er; Kelli Prescott, Sheila; 
M ark Kerfoot, Mr. K lem per; H ollie Borror, M rs. F rem u s/ 
Mrs. W arren /C la ra ; R ichard  Bagby, Mr. H e d g es /M r. 
C orb in /S en ato r C larke.
P roduction  assistan ts  include: Becky Shelton, assistan t 
to the d irec to r; Jeff B arron , so u n d  d esigner; C harles 
Beatley and  Jaciel R oew e, a ss is tan ts  to so u n d ; N a ta lie  
Coe, ligh t b o ard  o p e ra to r; Jaciel R oew e, so u n d  b o ard  
o p era to r; Liz Scott an d  Lee V an G u ild er, p ro p e rty  crew ; 
Robyn A llen, co stu m e crew ; A llison  Reed an d  A m an d a 
H ill, Publicity  C rew . T he p ro d u c tio n  will be A pril 27, 
28, an d  29 at 7:30 p.m .
What'sgoing on
C am pu s Events M arch 29-April 6
T he Big E vent
The Big E vent, sp o n so red  by  the S tu d en t G overnm en t 
A ssociation, will be S atu rday  an d  is a g reat o p p o rtu n ity  for 
o rganizations to get involved and  give back to the com m unity. 
C lubs and  o rgan izations w ill p a rtic ip a te  in the second-year 
e v e n t in  w h ich  s tu d e n ts  tra v e l a ro u n d  W e a th e rfo rd  
perfo rm ing  com m unity  service an d  chores. The event w ill be 
from  noon to 5 p.m . SGA has asked  75 businesses in tow n for 
a list of chores that w ou ld  beau tify  the city. A pproxim ately  
200 s tu d en ts  w ill then  peform  those chores. Also, studen ts  
w ill clean u p  area parks. For m ore in fo rm ation  or to get an 
o rgan ization  signed u p  for the event, contact the S tudent 
G overnm ent A ssociation at 774-0615.
AAUP S ch o la rsh ip s
The S ou thw estern  C hap ter of the A m erican  A ssociation of 
U niversity  Professors w ill aw ard  tw o  $150 scholarsh ips for 
fall 2000. To be eligible, app lican ts  m u st have at least a 
sophom ore classification and  a 3.5 overall g rade point average. 
If in terested  please contact John H ay d en  at 774-7072. The 
dead line  for application  is A pril 25.
H isto ry  C lu b  garage sale
The a n n u a l H isto ry  C lub  g a rag e  sa le  w ill be  S atu rd ay , 
A pril 1 b eg in n in g  at 8 a.m . a t 701 N. C uste r. P lease com e 
an d  shop . The club w ill a lso  be accep tin g  d o n a te d  s tu ff to 
sell on  M arch  31 a t 6:30 p .m . a t 701 N . C u s te r  o r call 774- 
7072 to a rran g e  for p ickup .
M u lticu ltu ra l Show
The m ulticu ltu ra l talent and  fash ion  show  will be held  April 
7 at 7 p.m . in the S tuden t U nion Ballroom . The event is 
sponsored  by the S tuden t G overnm en t A ssociation. Tickets 
for the event will be sold d u rin g  the w eek of the show . For 
m ore inform ation, call 774-0615.
M etam or in te rv iew s
M etam or D ocum entation  Solutions, a textbook and  softw are 
book p roducer, will hold  in terv iew s for tw o full-tim e w riters 
on  M onday, April 10. S tudents can sign u p  for in terview s by 
calling or visiting  Placem ent Services located in the Burton 
H ouse, 774-3233.
To have your clubs announcements printed, please send information 
to The Southwestern in Cam 211.
Speech team goes 
to state tournament
M em bers of Pi K appa Delta, the speech and  debate 
fraternity , a tten d ed  the sta te  speech tou rnam en t at 
N orthern  O klahom a C ollege in  T onkaw a last w eekend. 
The g roup  w as accom panied  by  Jeff G entry  and  Robin 
Jones, bo th  language arts  faculty and  sponsors of Pi 
K appa Delta, as w ell as Jace H um p h rey , serv ing  as an  
assistant coach.
Aw ards w ere taken hom e by  H eather Koll, M isty 
Williams and Patricia Cook. Koll took third in Inform ative 
Speaking, while W illiams took first in Informative Speaking 
and third in Persuasive Speaking. Cook took first in Radio 
Broadcasting, first in Poetry, first in Persuasion, third in 
Novice Debate Speaking and  —  along w ith partner Justin 
Trout — third in Novice Debate.
The top tw o speakers in  the state in  Persuasive 
Speaking w ere invited to a ttend  the International O ratory 
com petition in T alahasee, Fla., a t the end  of A pril. C ook 
will go as one of the represen ta tives of O klahom a.
A ttending an d  com peting  in  the com petition  w ere 
Terri Kreizenbeck, Jenifer Pechonick, K risten Paetzold , 
Devin Sisiemore, M ylissa Seifried, Erica Dickerson, M isty 
W illiams, H eather Koll, Patricia Cook, Justin  T rou t and  
Jennifer M auldin. The team  w ill travel to the final 
to u rn am e n t of th e  sem es te r  n ex t w eek en d . T he 
Southw est tou rnam en t w ill be  held  in  W ichita, Kan.
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Southwestern's corner on scholarship
by Paul R. Nail, Department of Psychology
This w eek 's  co lum n  is based  on projects tha t ap p ea red  in 
the Office of S ponsored  P rogram s', (OSP) Scholarly A ctivity  
Report for FY 99, on  projects recently  subm itted  to OSP an d  on 
funded  g ran ts  th ro u g h  the OSP office. Please con tinue to 
subm it cu rren t w ork  based  on  the one-page OSP Scholarly 
A c tiv ity  R e p o r t  fo rm . T he fo rm  is a v a ila b le  o n  th e  
S o u th w este rn  w eb p ag e  u n d e r  A d m in is tra tio n /F o rm s / 
SW O SU FO RM S/Research and  Grants. H ardcop ies can be 
ob tained  from  OSP at ext. 7012.
C ongratu la tions to the m any  of you involved in  scholarly  
activity  at S outhw estern . Keep u p  the good work!
Faculty and Students in  the N ew s
David Lawrence, m ath  d epartm en t, pub lished  "Real-W orld 
D a ta  C o lle c tio n  U s in g  th e  S h a rp  EL-9600 G ra p h in g  
C alculator," Pencil Po in t Studio.
Patty A lb augh , social sciences d e p a rtm e n t, p re se n te d  
"Panam a at the C rossroads,"  A nnual M eeting, M idw est 
A ssociation for L atin  A m erican S tudies, C harleston , IL.
Paul Nail, psychology  d epartm en t, p resen ted  "P roposal of a 
F o u r-D im en sio n al M odel of Social In flu en ce ,"  A n n u a l 
Convention, M idw estern  Psychological Association, Chicago.
Joe N olan, e lem en ta ry /seco n d a ry  education  dep artm en t, 
p resen ted  "A  Surfing Safari of E ducation and  Inform ation  
Resources on  the W orld W ide W eb," N ueces C ounty  Agencies, 
C orpus C hristi, TX.
Thelm a D ye, d iv ision  of nursing , pub lished  "G row th , S tatus 
Q uo or D eath ," The Oklahoma Nurse.
Scott Long, pharm aceu tical sciences departm en t, pub lish ed
"Pill-Bearing Spurge," The Complete Guide to Herbal Medicines 
Springhouse C orporation .
Ben W elch and D en n is  T hom pson, P harm acy  P ractice 
D ep artm en t, p u b lish ed  "G eo g rap h y  of U.S. P sych iatric  
D isease," American Journal of Psychiatry.
Mark Gales, Pharm acy Practice D epartm ent, and  Mai Nguyen, 
a pharm acy  s tu d en t, p u b lish ed  "Sorbitol C om pared  w ith  
Xylitol in  P rev e n tio n  of D en ta l C aries,"  The Annals of 
Pharmacotherapy.,
Bulldog Bucks
Indian H ealth Service Scholarship Programs
For a d d itio n a l p ro g ra m  in fo rm a tio n  a n d /o r  an  
application  apcket contact:
A rea Scholarship C o ord inato r 
O klahom a C ity A rea In d ian  H ealth  Services 
Five C orpora te  P laza 
3625 N o rth w est 56th S treet 
O klahom a C ity, O k 73112-4519 
D eadline A pril 3, 2000
The Anton & Francis Prusa Family M emorial 
Scholarship
A pplicants m ust hav e  g rad u a ted  from  a N oble C ounty  
h igh  school, or have  resided  in  N oble county  for at 
least th ree years. A pplican t m u st be a t the sophom ore 
level or above: p rio rity  w ill be g iven to app lican ts 
m ajoring in  h istory , geography  or related  fields. The 
dead line for app lications to be  subm itted  is June 1, 
2000 and  the am o u n t of the scholarship  is $500. 
A pplications are available in  the Office of S tuden t 
F inancial Services.
Pocahontas M edical Scholarship
This scholarship is open  to all N ative A m erican students 
s tudy ing  in  a m edical field w h o  have com pleted  one 
year of college. This scholarship  is in  the am oun t of 
$500 w ith  an  app lication  d ead line  of June 15,2000. To 
request a scholarship  app lication  call or write:
M rs. Sue Stinson
C hap ter Scholarship C hairm an
P.O. Box 127
Foyil, OK 74031
918-431-6101
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What'sgoing on
S ou th w estern  Sporting E vents
Baseball
Mar. 31 SWOSU at P anhand le  State 1:00 p.m.
Apr. 1 SWOSU vs. Texas W esleyan 1:00 p.m.
Apr. 4 SWOSU vs. St. G regory 's 1:00 p.m .
Softball
Mar. 29 SWOSU at S ou theastern  2:00 p.m .
Apr. 3 SWOSU vs. C entral O klahom a 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 4 SWOSU at C entral O klahom a 2:00 p.m.
M en 's Golf
Apr. 3-4 SWOSU at K ickingbird Edm ond
Rodeo
Mar. 31-Apr. 2 SWOSU at P anhand le  State Rodeo
P utting  the Sm ack 
D ow n on  Sports
by Charles Beatley
Hurricanes devastating March Madness
The T ulsa Hurricanes are one of m any teams that have M arch 
M adness turned upside down.
March M adness this year has been a tournam ent of Davids 
versus Goliaths, with the Davids prevailing. The teams to be 
thought of as the m ighty have fallen.
W ho w ould have ever thought that the Elite Eight w ould 
include N orth Carolina, W isconsin, P urdue and Tulsa, while 
high seeds at beginning of the tournam ent like Duke and 
Cincinnati w ouldn't?
At the beginning of the tournam ent, m ost people thought it 
w ould be OU and OSU in the Sweet 16, not Tulsa and OSU.
1 think O U 's problem  was that they depended on Eduardo 
Najera too much. If he was having a bad gam e or was hurt, OU 
seem ed to flounder. They just d id n 't seem to have m uch 
confidence in themselves w ithout Najera.
Confidence and consistency has been the driving factors in 
Tulsa's unbelievable season.
It is g reat for T ulsa because  I feel th a t OU an d  OSU have 
a lw ay s k ind  of snu ffed  them . I th in k  T ulsa is sen d in g  a 
m essage, say ing  "H ey, there  a re  m ore th an  tw o  colleges in 
O k lahom a."
The Jabroni of the Week is Ricky Williams. The N ew  Orleans 
Saints' running  back and 1998 H eism an T rophy w inner that had 
a disappointing rookie season m ade w hiney com m ents last 
week about his new coach and said that people d o n 't understand 
him. I guess I d o n 't understand him , because he is making 
millions for a sub-par season, he should be thankful.
...And that's the bottom  line, cause I said so!
Top 10 Smack Down's
...things to do with a hockey stick 
other than hockey
10. They are obviously p retty  handy  in a fight.
9. They can be substituted for a broom . They m ake 
push ing  trash under your bed or your neighbor's 
door easy.
8. N ext time you are w atching a crucial gam e on  TV 
and  som eone walks in front of you du rin g  a am azing 
play, crack him  or her over the head w ith  it.
7. Does your family ow n the ugliest vase you have 
ever seen? W ant to get rid  of it? Accidentally play 
hockey in the house.
6. W hen you lose the TV rem ote and  d o n 't w an t to get 
up  to change the channels, just use the stick to do it 
from your comfy chair.
5. W hen you step in doggie poo-poo and  can 't find 
anything to scrape it off w ith, try a hockey stick.
4. You know  those hard  to reach places that always 
itch, no problem  w ith the handy  angled neck stick.
3. Do you know  som ebody w ho thinks he or she can 
sing, b u t really can't? Well, next time they begin to 
belt out a tune, yank them  by  the neck and  see if 
they do  it again.
2. W hen playing Star W ars, a hockey stick can m ake a 
great im aginary light saber. M ay the force be w ith 
you.
1. N ext tim e your room m ate leaves h is or her 
u n d erw ear som ew here o ther th an  their room  and  
you  d o n 't  w an t to pick tha t nasty  th ing up, use the 
stick to pick it u p  and  throw  it in the garbage.
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Rodeo teams win first shooting matches
Photo Provided
Jet M cCoy sh ow s the form that w on him  A ll-Around honors 
at tw o recent rodeos.
B y  L a c e y  C u lle y / N e w s  R e p o r te r
Besides just pulling out the saddles, ropes, riggings and 
spurs, the men and w om en's rodeo team got out their guns. 
They started the spring season off w ith a bang.
Kansas State University w as the host of the first spring 
rodeo on Feb. 25-27. Both team s left the w eekend  as 
champions. The w om en w on w ith 245 points and KSU 
followed far behind with 170 points. The men totaled 355 
points, with second-place Ft. Scott scoring 285.
Jet McCoy walked away with the men's All-Around honors 
from his successful performances in all three roughstock 
events. "I was happy about the All-Around because I didn't 
get to rodeo all fall, due to transferring, so I have a lot of 
ground to gain,'' McCoy said.
Brooke Webster's speedy 2.3 seconds in the breakaway 
roping earned her a first-second-third split in the long go. Renee 
Gropper roped solid to place third in the short go and average.
Quick feet and fast hands were seen in the goat tying. 
Jackie Jo Chaney w on the long go with an 6.8 second run. 
Gropper was second and Mary Ann Barrow, third. Barrow's 
short go run was a hot 6.2 second run that gave her the win  
for the average. Chaney remained quick with a third place 
short go and second in the average.
Alex freshman Felicia Otis w on  third in the long go of the 
barrel racing to secure the w om en's team total.
McCoy began his trail to the All-Around title w ith strong 
finish in bareback riding. He ended first in the long go, third 
in the short go and split second-third in the average. Mike 
I Cooley of Greenville, S.C., placed fourth in the long go, 
i second in the short go and split the average with McCoy. 
McCoy's brother, Cord, was fourth in the average.
Justin Nokes, a junior from McCook, Neb., proved to be 
1 successful in the calf roping. His draws and solid roping 
earned fourth place finishes in the short go and average.
N okes returned his shining talents to the arena in the steer 
wrestling. He was second in the long go, first in the short go  
J and split first-second for the average win.
Jet McCoy spurred his w ay through a third in the long go 
in saddle bronc riding, third-fourth split in the short go and 
a second-third split in the average.
"Manhattan w as a good indicator for us because during all 
of the fall rodeos w e didn't have the w hole team together, 
due to transfers and ineligibility. N ow  we're together and 
1 have points at both ends of the arena, so I expect great 
things," McCoy said.
At the second "shooting match" in Ft. Scott, Kan., on 
' March 10-12, both the men and w om en came away as the 
( team cham pions again. Plus Southwestern "stole" both the 
All-Around honors. Jet McCoy did a repeat for the men and 
Jackie Jo Chaney was the w om en's All-Around. The wom en's 
team had a total of 220 points, over Pratt's 120 points. The 
men had 310 points over second-place Ft. Scott's 215.
Chaney and Sentinel senior Kristy Farris stole the show in the 
breakaway roping. Chaney was first in the long go, second in the 
short go and second in the average, as she began her fight for the 
All-Around. Farris stuck by her side with a third in the long go, 
first in the short go and first in the average.
Renee Gropper com pletely dom inated the goat tying with
her second-third split in the long go, first in the short go and 
first-second split for the average.
Chaney secured her All-Around with her fourth place in 
the long go and average of the barrel racing.
Four cow boys proved successful in the bareback riding. 
Jet McCoy w as first in the long go with Marty Castor placing  
second Mike Cooley was second in the short go, Cord McCoy 
follow ed in third and Jet was fourth. Jet, Cooley, and Cord 
placed first, second and fourth, respectively in the average.
Justin Nokes' and Levi London's ropes were sm oking in 
the calf roping. N okes w as first in the long go and fourth in 
the average; London was a consistent third in the long go, 
short go and average.
The McCoy brothers continued their dom inance in the 
saddle bronc riding. Jet was second in both the short go and 
average; Cord w as third in the short go.
The Drury Brothers, Chad and Shane and Mike Visniski 
rode their 8-second bull rides to victories. Shane w as first in 
the long go and Chad w as fourth in the short go and average. 
Visniski w as second in the short go.
The next "shooting match" w ill be hosted by Panhandle 
State University March 31-April 2.
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Johnson enjoys second chance at school
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E m m ons Jo h n so n  an d  o th e r  m em b ers  of th e  B ulldog 
d efen siv e  lin e  force a fu m b le  in  a h o m e gam e last season,
B y  S u n i l  S m it h /  S t a f f  R e p o r t e r
'After I got off the phone, I dropped to 
my knees thanking God for helping me 
and giving me another chance. I knew 
that I was going to make good on it.'
—  Em m ons Johnsons
Everyone has m ade tha t one m istake he or she w ishes 
could be taken back. If tha t m istake cost a person  the love of 
his or her life, then that person  w ou ld  do just abou t any th ing  
to get that special love back.
Em m ons Johnson h ad  th a t love in  his life and  just like m ost 
people m ade that one m istake that took it aw ay. His love is 
football.
"From  the very first tim e I p layed  football, I knew  that w as 
w hat I w anted  to do  for the rest of m y life," Johnson said. "I 
felt like I w as in total control of the gam e and  it w as a fun  w ay 
of releasing a lot of su p p ressed  energy."
Just like any varsity  sp o rt p rogram , it is m andato ry  that an 
ath lete keep out of any trouble. The sm allest slipup  and  the 
scholarship is gone, and  the big  question begins to p o u n d  
into one's head, "D id I com e to this school to p lay sports or 
get an  education?"
W hen Em m ons Johnson cam e to Southw estern  in 1996 
everything seem ed to be going the w ay he had  planned . He 
helped the Bulldogs w in the national cham pionship  in his 
first year and  w in a conference cham pionship  the follow ing 
year. In 1998, Johnson, being a veteran  on the team , w as 
assum ed to take on m ore of a leadersh ip  role for the team.
But in one night, one instance, one m istake, all of Em m ons 
Johnson hopes and  d ream s seem  to have com e to an  end. 
That m istake not only cost h im  his scholarship and  poten tial 
big bucks in the fu ture, b u t tem porarily  cost him  his freedom . 
He was arrested  for a m isdem eanor and  p u t in jail.
"I felt like the w orld  had  com e to an  end and  every th ing  
that I had achieved and  w orked  for d id n 't even m atter 
anym ore," Johnson said. "Especially w hile sitting in  a jail
cell. It d id n 't  m atter if I had  cham pionship  rings or not, in 
there 1 w as just a guy w ho had  com m itted  an  unnecessary  
crim e that I w as going to have to pay  for.
"Once I found out that m y scholarship  had  been  taken 
aw ay, m y first thoughts w ere that m y career w as over and  I 
m ight as well go back hom e.
But several of m y team m ates stayed by  m y side and  
encouraged m e to stay in school here and  at least finish ou t 
the year academ ically."
Putting his trust in his team m ates, Johnson decided to take 
ano ther approach  to school and  to life.
"I knew  that I w as w ro n g  for w h a t I d id  even  before I got 
in  trouble for it. I just got caugh t u p  in  a terrib le s ituation  and 
obviously  I m ade the w ro n g  choice," Johnson  explained. 
"A ll I can rem em ber th ink ing  is th a t I w ish  I could  relive that 
n ig h t all over again."
This m istake tu rn ed  in to  a blessing. But no t at first.
"I decided  to continue going  to school here  for the rest of 
tha t school year w ith  hopes of transferring  to ano ther school 
to p lay  ball closer to m y h o m eto w n  of C leveland, Texas," 
Johnson  said.
N o school seem ed to be w illing  to give Johnson  another 
chance. "I finally decided  to g ive u p  on  school and  w ork  w ith  
m y d ad  back hom e."
T hen one day  w hile sitting  a t hom e, w atch ing  old  football 
films, the phone rang  and  on the o ther end  w as a voice 
Em m ons Johnson though t he  w o u ld  never hear again  in his 
life—  Coach Paul Sharp from  Southw estern .
"All I can rem em ber w as that I w as so thankfu l for m y 
team m ates w ho  told m e to stay  in  school because the first 
th ing  Coach Sharp asked m e w as if w as I still eligible to play," 
Johnson said. "A fter I got off the phone, I d ro p p ed  to my 
knees thank ing  G od for help ing  m e an d  giving m e another 
chance. I knew  that I w as going to m ake good on it."
Johnson  re tu rn ed  this fall to help  the B ulldogs post a 5-5 
record. In 10 gam es, he had  39 tackles, n ine  of them  for losses. 
H e also m ade tw o sacks and  recovered  a fum ble.
N ow  Johnson  no t only has a new  outlook on school, 
football and  life b u t his new  a ttitu d e  has insp ired  his peers.
"H e 's  defin itely  a d ifferen t person  a ro u n d  cam pus and  off 
cam pus as w ell," said form er team m ate M alcom  M athis.
Life is full of choices and  it is u p  to the ind iv idual to m ake 
tha t choice. Just ask Em m ons Johnson.
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Softball team slides
B y  C h a r le s  B e a t l e y /  S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Last w eek, East Central sw ep t the softball team in  
a doubleheader, w inning the gam es by scores of 4-1 
and 7-3.
Despite a rocky start, the softball team is show ing  
promise that a 2-17 record does not reflect. Six losses 
have only been by one run. Twelve losses have been by  
four runs or less.
Senior Charlotte Pfeil is eight in  batting in the 
Lone Star Conference w ith  a .375 average. Out of 56 
at-bats, she has only struck out five tim es w hile  
collecting 20 hits.
Pitcher Nisha Dickerson is 10th in the conference in 
innings pitched. In 12 games, she has pictched 70.2 
innings, averaging 5.89 innings a game. She is also 10th 
in strikeouts with 38, averaging 4.84 a game.
Team fielding has also ben a bright spot for the Lady 
Bulldogs. They are seventh in the conference w ith  a .932 
fielding percentage. The team has only committed 41 
errors in 197 attempts.
Baseball squad splits 
games during break
B y  C h a r le s  B e a t l e y /  S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Instead  of taking the w eek off for Spring Break, the baseball 
team  co n tin u ed  their season by w inn ing  four o u t of six gam es 
M arch 10-14.
T he team  h e ld  tw o d o u b le -h ead e rs  ag a in s t O u ach ita  
B ap tist on  M arch  10 an d  11. O n M arch  10, B rad W ichert 
w as the w in n in g  p itch e r in the first gam e, a 1-0 v ic to ry . In 
the  second  p a r t  of the d o u b leh ea d e r, the  team  g o t six ru n s  
on  n in e  h its  for the  6-4 v icto ry . The nex t d ay , the B ulldogs 
lost the firs t gam e, 3-2, b u t reco rd ed  15 h its  in  the second  
gam e for the  11-2 w in.
O n M arch 13, the B ulldogs defeated  H illsdale Baptist and  
then  lost on  the road  the next day to O klahom a Baptist.
The B ulldogs tore u p  H illsdale 's  p ictching by  scoring 12 
ru n s  o n  13 h its . D a rr in  H a ra k  to o k  th e  m o u n d  for 
S ou thw estern  and  gave up  three ru n s on n ine  hits. It w as 
H arak 's  first w in  of the season.
OBU go t the best of the Bulldog p itch ing  by scoring nine 
ru n s on 13 hits. OBU's p itch ing  lim ited the B ulldogs to just 
tw o ru n s on six hits.
Last M onday , the Bulldogs traveled to N o rth eastern  State 
and  sp lit a doub leheader.
In the first gam e, no th ing  w ent righ t for S ou thw estern  as 
their offense w as unable to score and  the p itch ing  staff was 
clobbered. N ortheastern  scored 21 ru n s on  19 h its w hile the 
B ulldogs w ere lim ited to just four h its an d  no runs.
The second gam e w as a d ifferent story. S ou thw estern  w on 
it, 3-2, on  four h its and  letting  W ichert earn  his fourth  w in by 
allow ing only tw o ru n s on six hits.
S ou thw estern  is now  10-12 on the season and  is th ird  in the 
Lone S tar C onference N orth  Division w ith  a 3-1 record.
The B ulldogs travel to P anhand le State on M arch 31 to 
p lay  a d oub le-header starting  at 1 p.m.

